
The Self-Watering Whiskey
Barrel is constructed of a 
highly durable blend of 
recycled plastic and natural
fibers and is guaranteed to 
last at least twenty years! It
comes with a handy Water
Level Indicator and 8-gallon
self-watering reservoir to 
keep the soil moist and 
reduce the amount of time 
you spend watering. 

The Barrel will hold approxi-
mately 45 quarts of planting
mix, depending on the size and

number of plants you are using.
We recommend using a good
growing mix that consists 
primarily of sphagnum peat,
perlite and vermiculite. (see
Ordering Information for our
Self-Watering Container Mix.) 

Assembly Instructions
Step 1. How to drill

drainage holes for outdoor
use: The barrel is watertight
and can be used indoors; how-
ever, for outdoor use, it is
important to drill two 1⁄4" holes
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through the wall of the Barrel.
These drainage holes will allow
excess water to drain out dur-
ing heavy rains.

Measure 61⁄2" up from the
Barrel floor on the inside. Mark
the Barrel wall with a pencil at
the 61⁄2" measurement, then
make a mark on the opposite
side. Carefully drill each hole
using a 1⁄4" bit. 

Step 2. Lay out all parts of
the Whiskey Barrel on a level
surface. Parts included:

• Barrel
• Steel Soil Grate 
• Screen
• Water Level Indicator Tube 
with Flotation Straw

• O-ring
• Capillary Mat
Step 3. With the Barrel

upright on the ground, locate
the protruding ribs on the
inside wall. Place the Steel Soil
Grate on top of the ribs so that
it lays level. Lay the Screen on
top of the Soil Grate.

Step 4. Direct the ends of the
Capillary Mat through the pre-
cut holes in the Screen and the
bars of the Grate. The Capillary
Mat should lay flat on top of
the Screen and the ends of the
Mat should reach to the floor
of the Barrel. 

Step 5. Water Level
Indicator: Use Scissors to cut
the internal Flotation Straw to
91⁄2". Position the rubber 
O-ring at the second to the bot-
tom notch on the Water Level
Indicator Tube. Position the
Cover at the top notch on the
Tube (Fig. 2).

Place the Tube through the
hole in the Soil Grate and
Screen. The O-ring will hold
the Tube at a precise location 
in the Soil Grate. 

Place the Straw inside the
Water Level Indicator Tube,
float end first.

Planting Instructions
Step 6. Before filling the Barrel
with soil, put it in a location
where you want to leave it.
When full of water and soil, 
the Barrel can weigh over 
100 pounds and be difficult 
to move.

In a separate container, mois-
ten the soil thoroughly before
filling the Barrel. The soil
should be uniformly moist but
not soggy. Fill the barrel with
the moistened soil and plant
your plants or seedlings. Water
the soil from above to establish
good root-to-soil contact.

Step 7. Fill the Water
Reservoir with water through
the top of the Water Level
Indicator Tube. The Reservoir is
full when the internal float
reaches the top of the Tube.
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NOTE: If you live in a 
hot, dry climate or experience
extended periods of dry weath-
er, make sure to check the
water level on a regular basis to
keep the reservoir filled. If the
soil dries out, refill the reservoir
and water the soil from above.

Maintenance
Soil: Nutrients in the soil 

will become depleted over time
For best results, replace the soil
in the Whiskey Barrel every
year. If you prefer to change the
soil less often, we recommend
using a soil additive such as our
Container Booster Mix to help
recharge the soil. This additive

contains plant and manure
compost, washed granite,
Chilean nitrate, black rock
phosphate and trace elements. 

Capillary Mat: For best
results, the Capillary mat
should be replaced at the 
same time you change the soil
in your Barrel. Replacement
matting is available in 3-yard
sections (enough for five
replacement strips). 

Remove the old Capillary
Mat, then measure and cut a 
4" by 30" strip from the new
mat. Repeat Step 4 to finish the
installation.
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P H O N E O R D E R S :  1-800-427-3363 C U S T O M E R S E RV I C E :  1-800-876-5520
E-M A I L :  info@gardeners .com W E B: .gardeners .com

Ordering Information
#33-889 Self-Watering Whiskey Barrel
#33-819 Self-Watering Container Mix, 20 quarts
#31-571 Container Booster Mix
#33-994 Capillary Matting, 3 yards

To place an order, please call us or visit our web site for current prices.


